principles of the Kennedy administration. Through history, Americans have generally assumed an isolationist position on foreign policy -paradoxically combined with a belief in America as a superior nation and a potential world leader in democratic principles. President Woodrow Wilson's proposal for liberal institutionalism after World War I was rejected by an isolationist Congress, but these internationalist principles returned with the Cold War. Also, foreign policy is considered the responsibility of the president while certain powers lie with Congress, such as the approval of treaties and the power to declare war. History has shown presidents to be more internationalist and progressive in matters of foreign policy, whereas Congress represents the more conservative and cautious home front. 2 The relationship between the Executive and Congress are particularly interesting in the case of Kennedy and the Declaration of Interdependence, since the speech coincided with Congress' treatment of the Trade Expansion Act.
The terms "Atlantic partnership" or "Atlantic community" will both be used to describe the American-European relationship in this paper. According to some political leaders at the time,
"partnership" referred to the relationship between the US and Europe as a united, single actor (mostly for economic purposes) and "community" referred to the bilateral relationship between the US and the various European states (primarily on NATO matters). 3 However, many current scholars do not make the distinction between the two, and the approach is continued here.
Isolationism, unilateralism, and the national interest
In 1796, George Washington decided to leave the presidency after two terms. His Farewell
Address became a founding document in American politics in issues defining much of American foreign policy for most of the 19th century. This was an isolationist foreign policy defined by protection of the national interest. International engagements were seen as possible threats to the survival of the young American nation. Washington argued, "It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world", and that trade 2 Zelizer, Julian E., Arsenal 
John F. Kennedy and The Grand Design
In his 1962 State of the Union Address, Kennedy outlined the issues that would come to define the political year. The economy stands out as the major issue in the speech, and Kennedy referred to the need for a new trade expansion bill as absolutely crucial to America's future success and stability. He also spoke favourably of the United Nations and mentioned "the united strength of the Atlantic community" as one of the "five basic sources of strength."
Kennedy argued that military concerns in Europe were being replaced by economic ones, particularly due to the growth of the Common Market. However, he argued that a new favourable trade act was the only way to secure a Common Market accessible to American -10 - 
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